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WHY ?

• RTTY – Old but reliable text mode
• PSK31 – Narrowband, keyboard 

QSO
• FT8/FT4 – Automated weak-signal 

modes
• JS8Call – Extended FT8-style 

messaging

• Olivia – Robust in noisy conditions
• Packet/APRS – Data and position 

reporting
• Winlink – Email via radio
• SSTV – Image transmission

• FreeDV – Digital voice over HF

• This regulation pointed to the importance of logging contacts (QSO) for awards, 
contests, and record-keeping. QSL Cards where how you proved contacts for 
country, counties, gride squares, continents, Island (IOTA) for the many awards 
out there. 

• Over time the differences in logging needs such as casual records keeping, DXing, 
mode contesting, and digital modes evolved to software record keeping

• Brief explanation of amateur radio logging
• In the beginning logbooks were 

required
• mode, times, frequencies etc. Done in 

pencil 



SOFTWARE FOR DIGITAL MODES

q WSJT-X – FT8, FT4, JT65, WSPR 
q JS8Call – FT8-style messaging’
q Fldigi – RTTY, PSK, Olivia, etc.
q VARA / ARDOP / PACTOR – HF email (Winlink)
q Direwolf, Soundmodem – Packet
q QSSTV, MMSSTV – SSTV image sending

1.  Weak Signal / Low Power: FT8, FT4, JS8Call, Olivia
2.  Real Chatting: PSK31, Olivia, RTTY, JS8Call
3.  Emergency / Reliability: Winlink, APRS, Packet
4.  Contests: RTTY, FT4
5.  Beaconing: WSPR, APRS
6.  Images: SSTV



KEY FEATURES TO EVALUATE 
THINK ABOUT ! 

• Operating System compatibility (Windows, macOS, cross-
platform)

• User Interface and ease of use
• QSO logging (manual and automatic)
• Support for digital modes (FT8, PSK31, RTTY, etc.)
• Integration with radios (CAT control)
• Cluster and spotting integration (old days VHF&UHF spotting 

voice then became TAPR AX25 packet)
• Logbook of The World (LoTW), eQSL, QRZ.com syncing
• Contest logging features
• Export/import formats (ADIF, Cabrillo)
• Mapping and DXCC tracking
• Cloud sync / backup support
• $ Pricing model (free, freemium, commercial) 



WINDOWS LOGGING 
PROGRAMS - GENERAL



• Ham Radio Deluxe (HRD) – All-in-one suite with 
logging, rig control, and digital modes. $
• Log4OM – Free, open-source, full-featured 

station management.
• DXLab Suite – Interoperable suite for logging, 

rig control, and QSL management.
• Swisslog – Feature-rich with award tracking 

and QSL integration.
• Logger32 – Highly customizable logging 

program.
• BBLogger – Free logger with cluster and 

awards support.
• KLog – Free, supports ADIF and awards 

tracking.  Windows, Linux and Mac



HRD VIDEO



LOG4 OM

• Log4OM – Free, open-source, full-featured station management
• Support is provided directly from the development team and the user 

community, this guarantees to all users the best experience and a fast 
resolution of any problems.

• Has 40 plus award tracking, Band mapping cluster spots, ease of use and 
contest support, Winkeyer support, SOTA and IOTA support, 

• Fully intergrated LOTW, eQSL, QRZ.com, HamCall, Clublog, HamQTH, HRDlog.net

• Full support an integration with N1MM, PSTRotator, QARTest, WSJT-x, JTDX, 
JTAlert and FLDigi



DXLAB 
• DXLab Suite (free) – Interoperable suite 

for logging, rig control, and QSL 
management.

• Has all the standard transceivers, rotar, 
Grey line, propagation and logging with 
LOTW and eQSL support

• Program is very modular with Xcr control, 
DX-info, Logging,Digimode, QSL tab and 
Spots and propagation etc

• This is a complex product has learning 
curve.

• There are lots of buttons and a bit 
intimidating

• The appeal is you can load only the 
components and pieces you need.



SWISSLOG
• Feature rich with all the bells and whistles all data bases, multiple callbooks, DX 

alerts, Clister Maps and propagation, realtime processing rotor and peripheral 
controls. Very nice package. 



LOGGER32
Logger32 runs on Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 8.1 and Windows 10

Created by Bob Furzer K4CY (ex 9K2ZZ) This program has been around a long 
time. I got this program from him in the 80s. Ran it many years WIN 95 etc. till I 
moved to Unix then Mac.  He still supports the product and it’s a fast smooth 
loggin program with many features. Very DOS like, swiss army knife features.



BBLOGGER
• BBLogger is a freeware software project to manage your amateur or shortwave 

listener station.

• Features either and amateur radio or shortwave operator interface. 

• Packet cluster, telnet, intergrated CAT support, award management, statistics, 
connects to most callbooks, QRZ and HamQTH 



WINDOWS LOGGING 
PROGRAMS - CONTEST

• N1MM Logger+ – Popular, robust contest software.
• Amateur  Contact Log – robust LOTW & EQSL support
• DXLog – Free, multi-contest support.
• Win-Test – Commercial-grade contest logging.



N1MM (BEST IN CLASS)

• Probably the best in class of all 
contesting programs – from the 
early DOS like days till today a 
networked multi station field day 
and contesting application for 
contesting, cabrillo file 
generation and excellent to 
handle run-rate multipliers and 
dupe prevention.
• All major and many minor HF Contests are supported

Including General DX logging, DXpedition, DXSatellite and VHF DX.
• SSB, CW and Digital support
• Multi-user support
• Rover support for QSO parties and other contests which support this.
• VHF and up contestingTransverter support (SHF bands supported up to 10, 24, 47, 
76, 142 and 241 GHz).
• Dxpedition mode (Stay in Run or S&P)



AMATEUR  CONTACT LOG
Tracking All States, Worked All Counties, 
Worked All Countries, DXCC, VUCC, Grids, 
Zones, IOTAs, Lighthouses etc
The user interface is customizable!   
A bearing and distance calculator from your 
QTH for DX contacts and grid squares.
  Easily import data from our contesting 
software via ADIF Format.
  Full support for standard Amateur Data 
Interchange Format (ADIF) import and export. 
Export your whole log or selected records in 
ADIF for applications such as eQSL and the 
ARRL's LoTW (Log Book of the World).
  Easily manage your log and Logbook of 
the World (LoTW). ACLog will sign and upload 
your contacts to LoTW and download your 
confirmations from LoTW.
  Upload QSOs directly to eQSL, QRZ and 
Club Log.
  Interfaces with most Elecraft, Icom, 
Kenwood, Ten Tec and Yaesu radios.
  Interfaces with many digital programs and other software via API including WSJT-X, N7YG, Fldigi, JTAlert, PSK Express and more!
  A Net Manager form, used for logging with multiple stations. Whether you are managing a formal net or just joining in on a 
casual round table
  Provides DX spotting via Telnet, your packet TNC or AGW Packet Engine. Audio alert for needed spots.
  
Send keyboard CW via your comm port or WinKey and play wave files via your sound card.
  Quickly print basic QSL label strips and address labels (does not support label printers and labels are not customizable through 
AC Log).
  Interfaces with the QRZ and Ham Call Internet lookup services, as well as several free options.
  Interfaces with many digital programs and other software via API including Fldigi, JTAlert, PSK Express and more!

Easily customizable for Parks on the Air (POTA) operations!
    Fully networkable! Whether you want to use AC Log for a DXPedition, or you just want to access your log from multiple PCs 
single database, just like our Field Day software!

http://www.n3fjp.com/help/api.html
http://www.n3fjp.com/faq.html
http://www.n3fjp.com/help/api.html
http://www.n3fjp.com/faq.html


MAC OSX LOGGING 
PROGRAMS - GENERAL

• MacLoggerDX – Comprehensive with rig control 
and DX cluster.
• RUMlogNG – Free, tailored for DXers.
• Aether – User-friendly QSO tracking.
• HAMRS – Lightweight and ideal for portable ops.
• KLog – Cross-platform, award-supporting logger.



MACLOGGERDX
• Organizing and filtering the spots from your favourite DX Cluster for DXing, casual Contesting or 

rag-chewing, supports over hundred radios, click and tune, swinging your beam around, 
Alerting you to rare contacts or Band Openings and looking up, displaying on 2D, 3D and 
Satellite Maps and logging your contacts to a super fast sql database. MacLoggerDX can also 
text or email you on Bands openings and rare DX is spotted. Awards Tracking, Band Activity, 
Schedules, Memories, QSL Generation, ADIF import, export, Club Log integration, eQSL, LoTW, 
QRZ Logbook, IOTA Confirmations Seamless digital mode integration. 

• IMHO like HRDelux (windows) this is the best functioning A+ support MacOSx package.

• All data base support LoTW, QRZ, QTH, Hamcall, HamQTH, HRDLOG, ClubLog and eQSL



MACLOGGER TQSL POINT

QRZ-XML, QRZcq, 
HamCAll,HamQTH, 
HRDLOG,eQSL,LOTW



MACLOGER
DX SESSION 

FT8G



RUMLOGNG

• RUMlogNG is a HAM radio logging, QSL handling and printing 
tool, especially made for the short wave DXer, made by a 
DXer. 

• Basic logging features are included for the higher bands up to 
1.2 cm and for satellite. RUMlogNG can handle an unlimited 
number of logs and an unlimited number of QSOs per log. 

• Clublog data are used for automatic DXCC recognition. A 
contest module is included. Run RTTY directly using Fldigi or 
your Elecraft transceiver.

• Syncs with Clublog, exchange data with FLDIGI and WSJT-X

• Note: no mention of other syncs but I recall they are there



RUMLOGNG



AETHER 

• Aether is a ham radio logging application for the Mac. 
• Aether includes tools to quickly and easily log QSOs 

while on the air, as well as organize, search and track 
your QSOs later. 

• Aether was designed for macOS, and has the same 
kind of clean, intuitive, friendly interface you've come 
to expect on the Mac. 

• Developer harder to reach since 2023 - 



HAMRS
• A simple, portable 

logger tailored for 
activities like Parks 
on the Air, Field 
Day, and more.

• Sync your logbooks 
between devices

• Rig Control via 
FLRIG

• Import ADIF files
• Upload directly to 

QRZ
• Create/share 

custom templates
• Dark Mode



KLOG
• KLog is a multi-platform free Amateur Radio logger, the 

only one able to run in Linux, Windows and macOS! 
KLog provides QSO management, useful QSL 
management DX-Cluster client, DXCC management, 
ClubLog integration, WSJT-X, DX-Marathon suppor



SKOOKUMLOGGER
PROGRAMS - CONTEST

SkookumLogger – macOS-only, built for serious contesting.
• Any number of QSOs per log
• Two QSO entry boxes supporting interleaved SO1R, SO2V, SO2R/2BSIQ 

with one keyboard
• All the features HF contest stations – Cabrillo, ADIF, CSV autolog 

submission,stats and practice modes.



CROSS-PLATFORM 
LOGGING SOFTWARE

• Fldigi – Digital mode support (RTTY, PSK31, CW).
• WSJT-X – Weak-signal modes like FT8 and JT65.
• Log4OM – Can run on macOS with compatibility 

layers.



ONLINE LOGGING 
REPORTING AND OQRS 

PLATFORMS

• Logbook of The World (LoTW) – ARRL electronic 
QSL system.
• eQSL.cc – Online QSL card exchange.
• QRZ Logbook – Web-based logging on QRZ.com.
• Club Log – Log analysis and online QSL system.



LOTW



EQSL



QRZ



CLUBLOG



CLUBLOG DXPEDITION LOGS

1 2

3



CLUBLOG LIVE STREAM



SUMMARY
Logging Program OS Cost Digital Modes Contest 

Logging Rig Control Cloud/Sync 
Networking

LoTW / 
eQSL Notes

Ham Radio Deluxe Windows Paid ✅ DM780 ✅ ✅ Full suite ✅ ✅ Commercial, all-in-one suite $99

Amateur Contact 
Log Windows Paid ✅ WSJT-X/fldigi ✅ ✅ CAT ✅ ✅

Contests ARRL, CQ, dozen more 
$59

N1MM Logger+ Windows Free ⚠ Basic (via 
integration) ✅ Best-in-class ✅ CAT ❌ ✅ Top pick for contesters

Log4OM Windows Free ✅ WSJT-X/fldigi ✅ ✅ CAT ❌ ✅ Feature-rich, DX cluster, ADIF

DXLab Suite Windows Free ✅ (fldigi, WSJT-X) ✅ ✅ Modular ⚠ Limited 
(manual) ✅ Complex but very powerful

SWISSLog Windows Free ✅ (fldigi, WSJT-X) ✅ ✅ CAT X ✅ Advnace tools very complete

Logger32 Windows Free ⚠ Basic (via 
integration) ⚠ Basic ⚠ Basic ❌ ✅

Lightweight and fast, swiss army 
knife

BBLogger Windows Free ⚠ Basic (via 
integration) ⚠ Basic ✅ CAT ❌ ✅ Free for amateur and SWL stations

MacLoggerDX macOS Paid ✅ WSJT-X/fldigi ⚠Configurable✅ CAT ✅ iCloud ✅ Polished, well-supported A+ $99

RUMlogNG macOS Free ✅ WSJT-X ✅ Moderate ✅ CAT ✅ iCloud ✅ Great free alternative,QSL cards

Aether macOS Paid ⚠ Manual entry ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ Elegant UI, casual  $39 support?

SkookumLogger macOS Free ❌ ✅ Advanced ✅ CAT ❌ ✅ Contest-focused, advanced UI

CloudLog Web-based Free ✅ WSJT-X, API ✅ Moderate ❌
✅ Web-
based ✅ Host yourself or cloud VPS

CQRLOG Linux/mac Free ✅ fldigi, WSJT-X ✅ ✅ CAT ❌ ✅
Best on Linux, runs on Mac via 
Wine/XQuartz

KLOG Win/Mac/Linux Free ⚠ Basic (via 
integration) ✅ Moderate ✅ CAT ❌ ✅* *Open source, many pieces, 

much debugs

HAMRS Win/Mac/Linux Paid ✅ fldigi, WSJT-X, basic ✅ Moderate ✅ CAT ❌ ✅ Membership $3,5,10/month



WHERE IS IT ?
• Ham Radio Deluxe  https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/
• Log4OM 2  https://www.log4om.com/welcome/
• DXLab https://www.dxlabsuite.com/
• Swisslog-Windows https://www.swisslogforwindows.com/
• Logger32 https://www.logger32.net/index.html
• BBLogger https://on7kec.be/?page_id=1568
• Klog https://machamradio.com/blog/category/klog/
• MacLogger https://www.dogparksoftware.com/MacLoggerDX.htm
• RUMlogNG https://www.dl2rum.de/rumsoft/RUMLog.html
• Skookumlogger https://k1gq.net/SkookumLogger/
• N1MM https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
• HAMRS https://hamrs.app/
• AETHER https://www.aetherlog.com/
• LOTW https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw/logout
• Club Log https://clublog.org/
• QRZ https://www.qrz.com/
• EQSL https://eqsl.cc/qslcard/Home5G.cfm

https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/
https://www.log4om.com/welcome/
https://www.dxlabsuite.com/
https://www.swisslogforwindows.com/
https://www.logger32.net/index.html
https://on7kec.be/?page_id=1568
https://machamradio.com/blog/category/klog/
https://www.dogparksoftware.com/MacLoggerDX.htm
https://www.dl2rum.de/rumsoft/RUMLog.html
https://k1gq.net/SkookumLogger/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://hamrs.app/
https://www.aetherlog.com/
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw/logout
https://clublog.org/
https://www.qrz.com/
https://eqsl.cc/qslcard/Home5G.cfm

